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Wild Center Details Planned Conference to Address Ways 
Early Action on Low Carbon Economy can Benefit 
Adirondack Economy   
 
Adirondack Groups at Work on Plans to Boost Region’s Economy  
 
Tupper Lake, NY  –  The Wild Center unveiled final plans for the Adirondack Climate gathering, 
describing the economic focus of the event.  The conference, open to the public, will take place 
November 18 and 19 at The Wild Center in Tupper Lake. Officially titled ‘The American Response 
to Climate Change - The Adirondack Model: Using Climate Change Solutions to Restore a Rural 
American Economy,’ the event has been in the planning stages for more than a year.  The 
Conference will include the release of a major study by the Wildlife Conservation Society 
compiling information on the current impacts of climate change on the Adirondacks and 
showing detailed projections for the region in the near future. 
 
The goal of the Conference, according to organizers, is to develop a local plan to boost the 
region’s economy in a world changed by climate related economics. Mickey Desmarais, who is 
the Mayor of Tupper Lake, is part of the Conference planning team. “We are all in agreement 
that new type of green power production is exciting,” he said, “but the biggest and most 
effective thing we can all do is to conserve what we have. It has to be done at every level, 
village, town and in each and every home. We have never had this cost incentive before–-now 
we do and we are paying attention.  We need to keep educating ourselves and the discussion at 
the conference will help us do that.  We know our winter weather is more severe that other 
parts of the state so that is all the more reason to be smarter about energy. ” 



 
The Adirondack Conference will include groups focused on energy-efficient buildings that will 
reduce area energy bills and create new jobs through  retrofits of existing buildings and new 
construction, alternative fuels including cellulosic biofuels and forest by-products,  small scale 
power generation technologies and how they could be developed in the region, the 
development of new local businesses that will benefit from the expected new cap on national 
carbon emissions, and the role of natural resources, such as clean water and forests. With water 
shortages predicted by many climate models, the Adirondack supply may have special future 
value. There is more information about the conference at its official website, 
www.usclimateaction.org. 
 
“Many of us think this is the best place in the world to live and raise families,” said Ann 
Heidenreich, Executive Director of Community Energy Services and another of the Conference 
organizers. “The people here know how to do things. We like to be independent, we get things 
done ourselves. I don’t see any reason in the world that we can’t get together as Adirondackers 
and take this opportunity to have the rest of the country say, ‘wow, those guys figured it out.’ I 
think we can figure out how to put energy money back into our own neighborhoods instead of 
sending it to Canada or Saudi Arabia for oil.”   
 
Kate Fish, a Lake Placid resident who is Conference Director for both the National and 
Adirondack Conferences, said that the Adirondack gathering could have immediate impact, and 
said that many grassroots organizations were already helping to boost the region. “There is 
something big already happening here. People are looking into the future and seeing that the 
age of cheap energy is over – that means a possible new day for local food, for locally-generated 
electricity, for local materials that used to be priced out of the market because it was cheaper to 
truck something from Mexico than to buy it from a local maker, and when all that changes, a 
place like the Adirondacks could actually come out ahead.”   She cited a study that says that 
every dollar spent locally circulates between 5 and 14 times in the local community.  Fish said 
that last year Essex County residents alone spent $15 million on fuel oil to heat their homes, 70 
percent of it imported.  “That’s a lot of money to send away, and a lot that could be invested it 
in local power generation or savings.” 
 
Stephanie Ratcliffe is executive director of The Wild Center where the idea for the national 
climate conference held last June and the regional conference was created. Ratcliffe says the 
conferences were custom-made for the new Museum. “We’re here in part so people can come 
together to dig into ideas that are important for how the Adirondacks work. We do need a 
better economy here, and we don’t need a snowless winter. The Adirondack idea of people 
living with nature works when our kids don’t have to move away to find jobs, and when we can 
still swim in clean lakes, this Conference gets at both those issues.” 
 
The Adirondack Conference will take place after the election. “Washington won’t start to move 
until 2009,” said Lake Placid Mayor Jamie Rogers, one of the Conference co-chairs. “The more 



you look at this the more you see two things. We actually can do this. We can become more 
independent, and then you see that we’re in great shape to be out front in the Adirondacks. We 
don’t have billions of dollars of skyscrapers that all have to be redone. I think of someone in 
New York City trying to get local food, or a local hydro dam or cutting the waste in their water 
system, boy it would be tough. We’ve already cut our electric use in Lake Placid by enlisting the 
scouts to sell energy efficient light bulbs instead of candy.” 
 
The Adirondack Conference will be attended by members of the following businesses, academic 
institutions, and organizations: Adirondack Association of Towns and Villages; New York State 
Tug Hill Commission, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation,  Wildlife 
Conservations Society, The Nature Conservancy, Adirondack Park Agency, New York State 
Department of State, Workforce Development Institute, Adirondack Community Housing Trust, 
Adirondack Council, Union of Concerned Scientists, SUNY – ESF, St. Lawrence University, 
Houghton College, Hamilton College, Paul Smith’s College, Community Power Network, 
Residents’ Committee to Protect the Adirondacks, Adirondack Mountain Club, Energy $mart 
Park Initiative, and the Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks.  
 
The Conference is open to the public.  To register, please visit www.usclimateaction.org  
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